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“We also constantly give thanks to God for this,  
that when you received the word of God… 

you accepted it not as a human word but as  
what it really is, God’s word, which is also  

at work in you believers.” 
1 Thessalonians 2:13 

Friends, God is at work in you!  

As the wilderness wanderings of Lent begin to give way to the empty 
tomb on Easter, it’s helpful to remember that God is working through 
you and through us. As the wilderness wanderings of the pandemic 
begin to give way to in-person community again, it’s helpful to 
remember that God is working through you and through us. 

When we listen to God’s word together, we are listening for the ways 
that God is present to us in our individual lives and as a congregation. 
We’ve had to get creative in how we listen to God’s word together–
whether it be on YouTube, Zoom, through masks, or from a safe 
distance on a front porch–but we have listened and we have witnessed 
the many ways that God has been working in us in less-than-ideal 
circumstances (to put it lightly!)

As the community risk level for the pandemic has finally moved to 
low, we have an opportunity to listen in-person to God’s word and to 
each other. Through worship and casual conversation, we can hear and 
see God in our midst! All of the sights and sounds that cannot be 
communicated online are finally within our reach. All of the tangible 
ways that we are the body of Christ can be felt once again. 

To hear all the ways that God has been working in you, the elders and 
deacons have been participating in a listening campaign. If you haven’t 
seen the publicity for this yet, you should’ve received a phone call from 
an elder or deacon who has a number of questions. We want to hear 
how God has been present to you and your thoughts on how our 
congregation can move forward in our new reality together. I 
encourage you to take the time to connect with the leaders and share 
your experiences. 

I also encourage you to prayerfully read through this edition of the 
Bagpipe and consider the ways that you can be involved with the 
amazing work that God is doing among us. If you feel comfortable, 
consider coming to Sunday worship in-person. If you’re not ready for 
indoor gatherings, consider coming to the outdoor Spring Smoke-off 
and Congregational Campout taking place on May 14th. I’m excited to 
hear the ways that God is working in you and I’m excited to listen, 
together, to God’s word for us. 



 

Maundy Thursday 
This service reminds us of many truths our 
Savior spoke in his last evening as God in Flesh.   
 

The word “Maundy,” comes from the Latin 
mandatum, meaning mandate or 
commandment.  On Maundy Thursday, Jesus 
washed the disciples’ feet and gave us a new 
commandment:  “Love one another as I have 
loved you.” 

 
 

The Tenebrae is an ancient order for worship on the last three days of Holy Week and had its origins in the 4th 
century.  The Latin word “tenebrae” means darkness or shadows and may be named because Jesus and the 
disciples went from the Last Supper into the darkness of their night in Gethsemane.  It may also come from 
the account of the crucifixion, where “there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour.”  It may come 
from John 1:5, “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” 
 

Regardless, the distinctive feature of Tenebrae is the gradual extinction of all light except one candle. Join us 
on Thursday, April 14 at 6:30pm to celebrate the Last Supper and to affirm our belief that the apparent 
powers of darkness cannot overwhelm the Light of the world. 

Good Friday  

We mark the death of Jesus 
Christ on Friday at noon. It’s 
“good” because of our core 
belief that Jesus’ death means 
the redemption of the world. 

Procession of the Palms/Passion Sunday 
Our worship marks the day Jesus rode into Jerusalem as King while the 
crowds shouted ‘Hosanna’ and welcomed his victory over the dark powers 
of this world— only days later to join voices  
with those powers, shouting:  ‘Crucify him!’ 

Easter 
Christ is risen!    
Christ is risen 

indeed!  

Holy Week April 10-17 



 

ON PALM SUNDAY AND EASTER,  
we will receive the annual offering for One Great Hour 
of Sharing, one of four special PC(USA) offerings 
each year. 
 

Each gift to One Great Hour of Sharing helps improve 
the lives of the suffering and the vulnerable through 
three life-saving programs: 
 

• Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 
• Presbyterian Hunger Program 
• Self-Development of People 

Look for the 
envelope in the 

pew, give 
electronically and 
select the OGHS 

fund, or mail a 
check to the 
church with 

OGHS in the 
memo line! 



 

 
On Sunday, April 24, our Chancel Choir will present the cantata “Sacred 
Places,” a work that explores the story of Christ's ministry, passion and 
resurrection, all emphasizing the locations where these great moments 
occurred: the Sea of Galilee, the Wedding at Cana, the Sermon on the Mount, 
Jerusalem, the Upper Room, the Garden of Gethsemane, Calvary, and the 
Garden of Resurrection. With poignant narrations and scripture, along with 
creative orchestrations, this is a memorable telling of the life of Christ and 
the perfect time for basking in the glow of Eastertide. 

UKIRK SUPPORT OPPORTUNITY! 
UKIRK AT MSU INVITES YOU to support our Team Trivia Night fund-
raiser to be held Friday, April 8 at the Presbyterian Church of 
Okemos.  The evening will begin at 7pm and include a dessert 
auction. There are a total of 15 tables (six people to a table) 
available to purchase. Cost is $20 per person or $120 per table.  If 
you'd like to support the event, but can't attend, you can: 

1) Sponsor a table and send others to play 
2) Make a donation (checks to UKirk at MSU) 
3) Provide a dessert for the dessert auction 

Register at www.ukirkmsu.org and plan to join us for a 
wonderful evening of fun and fellowship —with a small helping 
of friendly competition! Thank you for supporting our ongoing 
ministry and mission. 

Special Post-Cantata 
Fellowship:  Pancakes! 

…and applesauce, sausage, fruit…with Ron 
Hope master-minding the whole thing! 

Serving a special brunch on April 24 seemed like a great way to celebrate our choir and the beauty of the 
cantata, and the thought of brunch led to the thought of pancakes, and the thought of pancakes led to… you 
guessed it:  Shrove Tuesday!   

So call us a little crazy, tell us we’re 50 days too late, or simply shake your head at the way our minds work 😊  
Regardless, mark your calendar for the first church family brunch in over 3 years!  Want to add to the craziness?  
Dishes to pass are always welcome!   
 



 

April 12th @ 12: Witness to the Resurrection 
• Conversation about funeral services: what they mean, why they’re 

important, and an opportunity to plan your service. 
 

April 19th:  No meeting 
 

April 26th @ 12: Lunch Bunch at Delhi Cafe 
 

May 3rd @ 12: Stretching basics with Jean Seward 
• Jean will teach us important stretches for our bodies to keep us 

healthy. No matter your ability or age, there will be a stretch for you! 
 

May 10th  Tulip Festival in Holland (see next page for more details) 
 

May 17th @ 12: Lunch Bunch at Delhi Cafe 
 

May 24th @ 12: Planning your spiritual life for the summer 
• Summer is full of green 

growth, beautiful sunsets, 
and a time to feel rooted in 
your relationship with God. 
Come for conversation and 
fellowship as we explore 
different ways to grow in your 
relationship during the 
summer. 

 

May 31st @ 12: Pastor’s Picnic 
• It’s back! Come for a picnic 

on the cloister catered by 
your pastors 

 

VIPS Spring 
Schedule Starts 

Tuesday, April 12! 



 

  
 

8:00am Depart  

10:00am Options: 

 Quilt Show 
 Artwork Exhibit 
 Tall Ship Dockside Tour 
 Flower arranging 
 Antique art show 

Noon-ish Lunch 

1:00pm Tulip Tour  

2:00pm Leave for home 

4:00pm Back in Holt (approximately) 

I.T.W.B.M.C. 
(if the way be made clear!) 

“If the way be made clear…” is Presbyterian code for we are          
so-oo-ooo close to being able to address Heather as            

Reverend Heather Thum-Gerber! 
 

One of the steps toward making the title official is the privilege of 
hosting an ordination worship service for Heather on Saturday, 

May 21 at 11am.  More details will follow after Easter but, for now, 
put a big star on your calendar and plan to join the celebration! 

Join the VIPS Trip 
to Holland - May 10 

Send an email to the office to sign up. 



 

EXPLORATORY GATHERING STARTS SUNDAY, APRIL 24 The 
next exploratory gathering meets from 11:30am-1:30pm on 
April 24, May 1, 15, and 22, with lunch included on all four 
days.  These sessions will help you learn about our beliefs as 
members of the Reformed Tradition, Presbyterian 
denomination, and the body of Christ here at FPC-Holt.  If 
you’ve ever wondered about these or considered membership 
here, please plan to attend these classes with your whole 
family — childcare is provided!  Sign up by clicking here or by 
contacting the office. 

Medical Loan Closet at FPC-Holt  
Did you know that we’re on the speed-dial of physical therapists in the 

Lansing area?  That patients in need also receive our phone number when 
they’re released from Sparrow?  And it’s all courtesy of the Deacon’s     

Medical Loan Closet Ministry! 

We accept select pieces of durable medical equipment and then offer it free 
of charge to anyone who needs it.  In partnership with St. Vincent’s, Christo 

Rey and other churches in Lansing, we belong to the Great Lakes Loan Closet 
program which keeps stuff from cluttering someone’s garage and transforms 
it into HUGE smiles of relief when someone in need comes to get it.  Keep us 
in mind if you’ve got a surgery on the horizon or find a good, usable shower 

chair in the attic! 

NOTE:  we keep a select inventory of items and cannot accept or store more than 
a few of any one piece of equipment at a time. 



Spring Smoke-Off & 
Congregational 

Campout 
We’re celebrating spring & invitin’ the neighbors! 

Saturday, May 14 
Activities begin at 4pm 

Dinner at 5:30pm 
Camp-out & bonfire at sundown 
On the lawn @ Holt & Aurelius 

 

Here’s the Scoop: 
♦ Team Smoke gathers on the cloister early in the morning to start making your dinner! 
♦ Church provides the meat, drinks, tableware 

♦ Campout afterwards for the congregation — bring your tent, 5th-wheel or motorhome 

How You Can Help: 
♦ Gotta smoker? Interested in joining “Team Smoke?”  Let Kirk know! 
♦ Provide a side dish or dessert (click here to sign up) 
♦ Lend a yard game for the day (cornhole, bocce, can jam, etc) – click here to let us know 

https://forms.gle/mLMu4zTXZFbsXX919
https://forms.gle/Yd1gpdKFkUVLNoFu6


We had such a great time at the winter retreat we decided we would try to get together once a month as a 
group to continue supporting one another, keeping our kids connected and growing together as the body of 
Christ.  So here’s what’s happening for the next couple of months: 

April 10 “Palm Sunday Procession” (arrive at 9:45am for palms & instructions) 

April 17 – Easter Morning Worship followed by  
“The Running of the Disciples” (see next page) 

May 14/15  “Spring Smoke-Off and Congregational Campout” 
(we’re jumpin’ in on the big congregational life event – see previous page) 

• Saturday 4:00 pm - ???
• Pitch a tent, tow a fifth wheel, park your motorhome – or just come for dinner!
• 5:30pm BBQ provided by our resident “smokers” with a congregational potluck on desserts and salads
• Evening vespers
• Breakfast over the open fire by Ray Rustem
• Worship in the sanctuary at 10:00am!

June 11  “A Gerber Good-bye” a.k.a. Pool Party at the Turners! 
This is the Gerbers final weekend before moving to Heather’s new church in Ohio and our chance to give them 
one last taste of Michigan! 

Where: Matt, Allison, Lucas, Levi and Lennox Turner’s (528 Riverwalk Drive, Mason) 
Time: 3:00pm 
What to bring:               a dish to pass (think Michigan!) and a swimsuit 



April 3    Frank & Tina Croley  
April 7    Steve & Laurie Rivera  
April 8    Jeff & Jessica Olney 
April 12   Ken & Jan Hoffman 
April 12   Dan & Kirsten Grady 
April 16   Gary & Trudy Smith,  
April 16   Kyle & Whitney Hoffman 

April Anniversaries 

1-Apr Amalia Imeson
3-Apr Chuck Gubry
3-Apr Steven Lyth
3-Apr Jane Olney 
3-Apr Anissa Vanliew
4-Apr April Yeager 
5-Apr John Pritzlaff 
6-Apr Paul Montague 
7-Apr Emily Dawdy 
8-Apr Lisbeth Byerley
10-Apr Chris Betts 
10-Apr Aiden Kandler 
11-Apr Wendy Green
11-Apr Jase Lund 
12-Apr Emily Plotnick 
13-Apr Luke Seward 
14-Apr Chance Collins
14-Apr Tanya Olson
14-Apr Ellen Parrott 
15-Apr Joe Corner 
15-Apr Julie Pingston 
15-Apr Lynn Farnsworth 
16-Apr Jackson Caron
17-Apr Harry Ammon 
18-Apr Dan Grady 
18-Apr Marilyn Doerr
21-Apr Marcia Howe
22-Apr Jim (BK) Gopal
23-Apr Cheryl Swager
24-Apr Debbie Shaw
24-Apr Ezra Gerber 
25-Apr Keegan Gleason
25-Apr Owen Horwath
28-Apr Pearson Miller
29-Apr Matt Turner 

Holy Week Kits for Kids 
As part of their ministry within the congregation, our 

youth are preparing a special hands-on, kid-friendly, Holy 
Week experience for the children of our church.   

On Palm Sunday, the Sr. Highs will hand deliver a box of 
activities that the youth have prepared for each day of 
Holy Week.  If you would like a kit for your child (4th 

grade and below), please click here (one form per child) 

When your family comes to church for the big Easter 
celebration, your child can bring the box with them to 
collect everything they’ll find when they take part in… 

The Running of the Disciples  
(because hunting for eggs can’t compare 

 to finding an empty tomb!) 

Immediately following worship, children fourth grade 
and younger are invited to gather with Libbey Jones for 

“The Running of the Disciples” (the Running of the Bulls 
has nothing on the 20th chapter of John).   

Following hints and clues, the kids will have the 
opportunity to race across church grounds in search       

of hidden treasures that tell the Easter story.              
Come celebrate the Easter joy! 

April Birthdays 

https://forms.gle/zhD1pMQ1Hmgeud9i7


 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 
  2   Aleta Gerber, Alyse Lund 
  4   Adam Parry 
  5   Carolyn Kosloski 
  6   Lyn Bowling, Laurie Douglass 
  8   Dave Metts 
  9   Maury Mahieu, Eric Dawdy 
10  Travis Rivera 
11    Anthony Hayt 
12   Becky Rathbun 
13   Peg Cheney, Gloria Frederiksen, Anora Lloyd, 

Thet Mon Myint 
14   Jan Hoffman,  Sue Giller 
15   Rick Arford, Ginny Dufort, Chad Hill 
16   Ed Altenritter, Jack Croley 
17   Joe Croley, Blayne Olney, Lois Schmidt 
18   Elizabeth Hill, Logan Carr 
20  Mark Doyle, Jen Miller 
21   Devin Lamb, Natalie Palmer, Sherri Washabaugh 
23  Susan Brown, Clark Schnepf, Eric Spitz 
25  Robert Johnson 
26  Betsy Zietlow, Leota Gee, Braelyn Lloyd, Ava 

Scarborough-Lamb 
27  Cho Aye 
28  Tucker Arford, Linda Cwiek, Dani Malone 

May Anniversaries 
Steve & Julie Pingston (5-1-1993) 
Andrew & Becky Rathbun (5-1-2016) 
Nick & Sara Bet (5-10-2008) 
Keith & Gail Spitz (5-11-1985) 
Jim & Anita Betts  (5-12-1984) 
Josh & Lisa Horwath (5-14-2005) 
Jay & Peggy Andrews (5-18-1985) 
Phil & Cheryl Gamber (5-19-84) 
Don & Anne Brand (5-20-2000) 
Luke & Jean Seward (5-20-1994) 

Celebration Sunday! 
Celebrate Music! 

Celebrate Our Teachers! 
On Sunday, May 22, we wrap up another 

program year with a grand finale 
opportunity to express appreciation for the 

musicians and vocalists who have graced 
our services through the year, as well as the 

teachers and advisors who have given so 
much of themselves to Christian Education. 

YIA  
Mission Trip to Cuba 
Lock-In Orientation  

on May 7-8 



 

Meet Your Officers! 



 

Legacy Sunday is May 1 
Join us after worship at the Legacy Tree  

(southwest corner of the sanctuary) for 
our annual ice cream sundae Sunday. 

 
Legacy Ministry: Frequently Asked Questions 

 

What is the Legacy Ministry?   
Under the direction of the Witness Committee of the Session, The Legacy Ministry is 
charged with raising awareness of the opportunity afforded us to leave a legacy of 
Christian witness for generations to follow through the use of a will and/or our church 
endowment funds. 
 
What is an Endowment Fund?   
An endowment fund is an income-generating fund in which all contributions, once made, 
are restricted from being distributed. Instead, these contributions are invested and any 
i t t th i th di t ib t d di t d t i d f d id li

We know we 
have at least 
begun to 
understand 
the meaning 
of human life 
when we 
plant shade 
trees under 
which we 
know we will 
never sit… 

What are our guidelines for endowment interest distribution?   
If a donor’s gift is unrestricted, the interest is: 

1.used to make inflationary adjustments to the principal so it maintains its earning      
power in perpetuity 

2.utilized to cover any budgetary shortfall that may have occurred that year  
3.contributed to a nominal distribution for the ongoing work of the Legacy Ministry 
4.divided equally between the church's capital and mission funds 

Is there a minimum amount required in order for my gift to be included in the endowment fund?   
No.  Like all ministries of our church, this is a community effort in which we pool our resources to the   
glory of God, whether “great” or “small, but still great.”   
  
What is the Legacy Society?   
Made up of individuals who have elected to include FPC-Holt in their estate planning, the purpose of the 
Legacy Society is to provide a forum in which our congregation can express appreciation to these donors 
during their lifetime. 
  
Why should I include the endowment fund in my will?  
To contribute to the ongoing ministry of Jesus Christ. An endowed gift can be a living monument that 
continually pours new life into Christ’s church, even after one's death. 
 
 
 
 

If you have already included the church in your will/estate planning,             
please notify Kirk Miller so we might be able to offer a word of thanks 

 to you on behalf of generations to come. 



 

Shaft 
Scholarship 

Available 
If you’re an active member of FPC-Holt, 
a soon-to-be graduate from high school 
and entering a college or trade school, 
you are eligible for a Shaft scholarship.  
These monies, made possible by the 
family of Cassius Shaft, are awarded 
based on a review of your application. 
 

If you would like to apply, please click 
here for the application form and return 
it to the Congregational Life Committee 
(via the office).  Applications are due by 
May 31. 

Celebrating Our 
Graduates 

On Sunday, June 5, we will celebrate the 
goals achieved by our graduates and 
encourage them in the next steps of their 
journey.  Please help us include all of the 
grads by contacting the church office to 
make sure the grad you know and love is 
on the list.  This is especially important 
with grads from college, technical schools 
or those in the military who are receiving 
awards/recognitions. We want to include 
everyone! 



 

 

Camp Greenwood! 
  Register for camp and let us know in the office so you can receive an FPC-Holt campership in June.  And 

the bonus worth more than mere money?  Ben will be camp chaplain from July 17-22.  Check out the 
camps during week 6 and hang out with him! 

 
Week One (6/12/22 – 6/17/22) 

The Epic Quest (Ages 9 – 13 ) $395. 
 
Art Unleashed (Ages 14 – 17) $395. 
 

Week Two (6/19/22 -6/24/22) 
Wacky Water Week (Ages 9 – 13) $395. 
 
Science Snoops (Ages 9 – 13) $395. 
 

Week Three (6/26/22 – 7/3/22) 
8 Day Middle School Explorers (Ages 12 – 14) $460. 
 
8 Day High School Seekers (Ages 15 – 17) $460. 
 

Week Four. Part One (7/5/22 – 7/6/22) 
Mini Camp (Age 6 – 8) $160. 
 

Week Four. Part Two (7/7/22 – 7/9/22) 
Family Camp (All Ages, Parents must accompany Children) 
 

Week Five (7/10/22 – 7/15/22) 
Adventure Camp (Ages 12 – 17) $435. 
 

Week Six (7/17/22 – 7/22/22) 
A week with Ben and so much more! 

Wacky Water Week 2 (Ages 9 – 13) $395. 
You will love Wacky Water Week if you want to be a mermaid, shark, or alligator, with water activities on the 
lake, at the beach, or up on land, you’ll have fun no matter what! Every day will be filled with water-themes 
fun and games. 

Science Snoops 2 (Ages 9 – 13) $395. 
Are you wondering about the world and curious about nature, physics, and space? Come learn the science 
behind bottle rockets, mouse-trap cars, the organisms in our lake, and the mysteries of the night sky. 
  
 



 

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH of HOLT 
2021 N. Aurelius Rd. 
Holt, MI 48824 
 
Address Service Requested 

First Presbyterian Church of Holt   
 

  We are an ordinary people, welcoming all into our family  
    of faithful worship,  
    compassionate service and  
     love for our extraordinary God!  
     Rich in tradition, yet open to the leading of the Spirit…  
     We believe that by the power of the Holy Spirit,  
    the transforming love of Jesus Christ  
      is working through us to do the unimaginable!  

Holy Week Dates 
April 10   Palm Sunday at 10am 
April 13   No Mid-Week Service 
April 14   Maundy Thursday at 6:30pm 
April 15   Good Friday Service at Noon 
April 17   Easter Worship at 10am, followed 

  by Easter fun on the lawn! 
 




